
Suzy Mallory
ILES Guidance 
Whether kids are feeling happy, sad, silly, sick, surprised, 
sleepy, scared or angry at Indian Lake Elementary School, 
Guidance Counselor Suzy Mallory always has a hug 
ready! She’s literally been a guiding force for children in 
the Indian Lake School district for the past 35 years. 
“I think kids give you that extra boost of energy for the 

day. They just make me smile!” Mallory says. 

Along with her constant smile, Mrs. Mallory wears many hats at 

ILES. In addition to individual counseling, Mallory visits classrooms 

frequently to teach peace education for the emotional, intellectual and 
social growth of children. She takes the “I Care Cat” puppet to the lower 
grades to remind kids how to treat other with kindness. She coordinates 
visits from Ollie the mini-horse who was bullied in the barnyard, but 
learned to loved himself. She operates Care Bear lunch groups for 

students who may be experiencing anger issues, the death or loss of a 
loved one, divorce in the family, addiction in the family or simply having 
trouble making friends. Mrs. Mallory recently reviewed test-taking tips for 
the third and fourth graders taking state tests this month. Her next big 
projects are coordinating the SADD visits and poster contest as a cross 
campus outreach between ILHS and ILES students and the Hooked on 
Fishing, Not on Drugs event in May. 

She does all this from her room, which houses the famous ILES Clothes 
Closet. This collection of coats, pants, shirts, shoes, hats, gloves, school 
supplies and more is available to any student and is made possible by 
donations from the community. 

“When the kids are comfortable, it helps their learning,” Mallory says. “We 
are blessed to have so much support from people, churches and 

organizations in our community that are constantly bringing in items and 
money for the closet to help out our children.”

Mallory started the closet in response to students seeing the need to help 
out fellow students back in her days at Huntsville Elementary School. After 
spending five years as a special education teacher at Lakeview 

Elementary (she earned her teaching degree from Bowling Green), Mallory 
earned her masters in counseling from the University of Dayton and began 
serving students at both elementary buildings until the schools combined 
under one roof in 2009. In her 35 years in education, Mallory says she 
sees more social concerns affecting young people these days, but kids 
are still kids. 

Suzy and her husband, Curt, have four grown children of the their own 
(Sarah, Becca, Grant and Michael) who are all graduates of Indian Lake 
High School. They also have three young granddaughters! Suzy likes to 
walk and garden for exercise. She tutors two days a week at the Russells 
Point Outreach Center and volunteers on the Outreach Center Board. She 
is also a 4-H advisor for the Lucky Lakers and served as an IL Music 
Boosters Officer and President for many years. Finally, Suzy continues to 
guide others as a member of the ILES Building Leadership Team.
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